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URING  the  Year  1906  there  have  been  registered 


/50  Births  (72  males,  78  females).  This  shows  an 
increase  of  8 on  the  number  registered  in  1905,  and  is  11*3  below 
the  average  for  the  past  ten  years.  It  is  also  24'4  per  1,000,  as 
against  26'0  per  1,000,  which  is  the  average  Birth-rate  per  1,000 
for  the  past  ten  years.  It  is  satisfactory  to  notice  that  the  Birth- 
rate is  showing  an  upward  tendency  in  this  district,  although  even 
now  it  is  the  fourth  lowest  number  registered  during  the  past 
1 1 years.  Contrary  to  the  usual  fact,  the  females  are  in  excess  of 
the  males.  There  are  only  4 illegitimate  Births  registered,  as 
against  13  for  the  year  1905,  which  is  a very  decided  improvement 
on  the  record  for  some  years.  Owing  to  the  classification  of  the 
number  of  Births  in  separate  parishes,  the  averages  for  the  past 
ten  years  in  Table  II.  are  not  ascertainable. 


y8  Deaths  from  all  causes.  This  is  equal  to  12*7  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  which  is  returned  as  6,130  souls. 

This  Death-rate  is  I'l  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten 
years,  viz. : 13*8  per  1,000;  and  the  actual  number,  78,  is  the  third 
lowest  record  for  the  past  1 1 years.  The  moderate  Birth-rate  and 
Death-rate  make  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  fairly  ordinary. 
42  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  36  in  the 
second  half,  the  mortality  in  the  two  halves  approximate  more 
nearly  even  than  in  1905,  The  five  healthiest  months  appear  to 
be,  August  with  3 deaths.  May  and  June  with  4 deaths  each, 
September  and  November  with  5 deaths  each.  The  two  months 
with  the  highest  mortality  are — January  with  10,  and  March  with 
9 deaths  respectively  ; the  other  five  months  show  April,  July  and 
December  with  8 deaths  each,  and  February  and  October  with 
7 deaths  each.  The  first  three  months  of  the  year  show  26  deaths, 
the  second  three  months  16  deaths,  the  third  three  months  16 
deaths,  and  the  fourth  three  months  20  deaths,  so  that  the  middle 
of  the  year  seems  to  have  been  the  healthiest ; Influenza  appearing 
at  the  end  of  November  in  a very  widespread  epidemic,  and  in 
some  cases  in  a very  virulent  form,  helped  to  swell  the  death-rate 
for  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 


COMMENTS  ON  THE  DEATH-RATE. 

Of  the  78  Deaths,  39  were  males,  39  females.  27  were 
yo years  or  over  that  age  (13  males,  14  females),  13  being  80 years 
or  over  that  age  (6  males  and  7 females),  and  1 male  was  go  years 
of  age.  The  27  over  70  years  of  age  averaged  78'66  years  each ; the 
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13  males  averaged  78*0  years  each,  and  the  14  females  79*28  years 
each.  Contrary  to  the  usual  case,  the  average  age  of  the  females 
exceeds  that  of  the  males. 

14  were  between  60  mid  Jo  years  of  age  (7  males  and  7 females). 

9 were  betiveen  50  and 60 years  oi  age  (5  males  and  4 females). 

5 were  between  40  and  years  of  age  (3  males  and  2 females). 

2 were  between  jo  and 40 years  of  age  (both  females). 

5 were  between  20  and years  of  age  (4  males  and  i female). 

The  mortality  below  i year  of  age  amounted  to  9 (3  males  and 
6 females).  This  number  is  5 less  than  last  year;  6 of  the  nine 
being  included  under  sub-section  iii. — “Wasting  Diseases’^ — of 
Table  V.,  which  includes  2 premature  births.  The  number  of 
premature  births  is  5 less  than  last  year. 

36  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  were  at  the  two  extremes  of 
life,  and  50  of  the  78  deaths  recorded  were  below  i year  and  over 
60  years  of  age,  leaving  28  deaths  to  be  distributed  over  the 
intervening  59  years. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  INCLUDED  IN  TABLE  III. 

Under  this  heading  are  recorded  3 cases  of  Diphtheria^  ii  of 
Erysipelas,  2 of  Enteric  Eever,  and  2 of  Puerperal  Eever. 

Diphtheria — The  3 cases  reported  were  all  above  5 years  of  age ; 
all  were  isolated  outbreaks.  One  case  came  from  London  during 
the  incubation  period,  and  all  cases  made  a good  recovery.  All 
the  necessary  precautions  as  to  isolation,  inspection  of  premises, 
and  disinfection,  were  carefully  carried  out. 

Erysipelas — All  the  1 1 cases  reported  were  above  5 years  of 
age,  and  all  were  of  a slight  nature,  isolated  and  recovered  from. 
All  necessary  sanitary  precautions  were  taken. 

Enteric  Eever — Both  cases  were  above  5 years  of  age.  One 
case  came  home  with  the  disease  on  him,  and  the  other  case 
occurred  in  a house  on  Breamore  Marsh,  which  three  years  ago 
suffered  from  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria.  Both  cases  recovered, 
and  all  necessary  precautions  as  to  isolation,  inspection,  and 
disinfection,  were  carried  out. 

Puerperal  Eever — Two  cases  occurred.  Both  terminated 
favourably ; but  one  case  was  desperately  bad,  and  required  large 
and  repeated  doses  of  antistreptococie  serum  before  she  recovered. 
The  cause  was  found  in  an  extremely  foul  drain  outside  her  bed- 
room window,  and  I had  her  moved  to  another  room  at  the  front  of 
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the  house,  and  eventually  to  a house  in  another  and  healthier  part 
of  the  town.  The  case  was  of  a most  virulent  nature,  as  I found 
to  my  cost,  as  I got  septicaemia  of  the  right  index  finger  whilst 
attending  her.  Strange  to  say  the  other  case  occurred  at  the  same 
time,  but  there  was  no  conveyance  of  infection,  as  I did  not  see 
the  second  case  till  she  had  the  disease,  and  a separate  nurse  was 
attending  her. 

The  record  of  cases  under  Table  III.  is  extraordinarily  small. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  TABLE  III. 

Measles — Two  cases  only  are  reported,  both  over  5 years 
of  age. 

Pertussis — Four  cases  are  reported,  two  above  and  two  below 
5 years  of  age.  They  occurred  in  the  form  of  an  epidemic,  which 
spread  from  a neighbouring  district,  but  were  mild. 

Influenza — 41  cases  are  recorded  in  pauper  practice,  4 below 
and  37  above  5 years  of  age.  Five  cases  proved  fatal,  all  in 
patients  of  advanced  age.  In  two  of  the  cases,  the  disease  proved 
to  be  the  fatal  touch  in  heart  disease ; in  another,  it  put  an 
end  to  a long  continued  case  of  abdominal  cancer  ; in  another,  it 
was  complicated  by  pleurisy  ; and  in  the  fifth,  fatal  hemiplegia 
ensued  after  a few  days  illness  from  the  disease.  The  disease 
appeared  in  two  epidemics.  Spring  and  Autumn,  and  the  Autumn 
one  was  only  second  in  severity  to  the  1891-2  epidemic. 
Fortunately,  the  great  bulk  of  the  cases  ran  an  uninterruptedly 
straight  course. 

Other  or  Doubtful  Fevers — Under  this  heading  are  included 
14  cases  of  Febricula  and  Tonsillitis,  3 below,  ii  above  5 years  of 
age.  All  favourable. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Diarrhoea — 17  cases  of  this  disease  are  reported  amongst 
Pauper  Patients,  10  below  and  7 above  3 years  of  age.  Three 
cases  proved  fatal,  2 below,  i above  5 years  01  age.  One  infant 
v'as  only  15  days  old,  and  the  other  ii  months  ; in  bv'^th  cases  the 
disease  seemed  quite  uimontrollable : and  the  otLei  cose,  the 
patient  was  83  years  of  age,  and  I hav'e  reason  to  belie\’e  that,  in 
all  probability,  there  was  come  growth  of  the  bowel,  which  caused 
the  symptom  to  persist  for  2 or  3 years.  The  actua.l  epidemic 
form  of  the  disease  was  very  slight  indeed  this  year. 

Bronchial  and  Respiratory  Disorders — Under  this  head  are 
included  Phthisis,  Pleurisy,  Pneumonia , Asthma,  Bronchitis  and 
Catarrh,  and  amongst  Pauper  Patients  v/e  have  recorded  14  below 
and  1 13  above  5 years  of  age,  127  in  all,  as  against  186  in  all  last 
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year.  8 deaths  from  Phthisis  have  occurred,  all  above  5 years  of 
as^e,  and  3 deaths  from  other  Tubercular  diseases,  all  above  5 years 
of  age,  one  being  Tubercular  M enin^^itis  in  a boy  of  8 years,  and 
two  Tubercular  Peritofiitis  in  a man  of  34  years  and  a woman  of 
57  years.  This  total,  ii,  is  four  more  than  last  year;  all  the 
Phthisis  occurred  over  ig  years  of  age,  viz.  : ig,  21,  28,  33,  58,  64 
and  76.  6 deaths  are  attributed  to  Bronchitis,  3 acute,  2 above 

and  I below  5 years  of  age,  and  3 chronic,  all  above  65  years  of 
age.  4 deaths  from  P?ieumonia  are  reported,  one  in  an  infant 
14  months  old,  one  at  47,  one  at  48,  and  one  at  77  years  of  age. 
One  case  was  probably  influenzal  in  origin.  One  death  occurred 
from  Atelectasis  Pulmonum,  in  an  infant  4 days  old.  No  cases  of 
Croup  are  recorded  this  year.  Adding  the  5 deaths  attributed  to 
Influenza,  we  And  the  total  number  of  deaths  under  the  heading  of 
Bronchial  and  Respiratory  Disorders  is  16,  the  same  as  in  1905, 
the  numbers  of  igo4  being  10,  and  1903,  17.  Again,  adding  the 
II  deaths  due  to  Tubercular  Disease,  we  have  27  deaths  recorded 
under  the  heading  of  Respiratory  troubles,  as  compared  with  23  in 
1905,  1 8 in  1904,  and  25  in  1903,  so  that  the  record  is  a little  above 
the  usual  number,  probably  caused  by  the  Influenza  which  was 
hanging  about  the  district  most  of  the  year. 

Heart  Disease — 14  deaths  are  recorded  as  due  to  some  form 
or  other  of  disease  of  this  organ,  i below  and  13  above  5 years  of 
age.  4 of  the  cases  are  said  to  be  due  to  Mitral  Regurgitation, 
I to  Mitral  Stenosis,  2 to  Fatty  Degeneration,  i to  Ulcerative 
Endocarditis , i to  Angina  Pectoris,  i to  Valvular  Disease, 
and  3 to  Cardiac  Failure  and  Syncope.  The  total  is  one  less 
than  in  1905. 

New  Growths — 6 deaths  are  reported  under  this  head  as 
compared  with  9 in  1905,  6 in  1904,  and  ii  in  1903.  This  total  is 
nearer  the  usual  number.  i death  was  due  to  Cancer  of  the 
CFsophagus,  i to  Cancer  of  the  Tongue,  i to  Cancer  of  the  Liver, 
I to  Cancer  of  the  Sigmoid  Flexure  (causing  Intussusception),  and 
i to  Cancer  of  Kidney  and  Bladder,  and  i to  Abdominal  Growth 
(probably  Kidney). 

One  death  was  due  to  Accident,  a man  being  buried  in  a 
gravel  pit  by  foundering  of  the  gravel  as  he  was  digging  it  ; 
9 deaths  resulted  from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage , 2 from  Septicaemia, 
i from  Chronic  Alcoholic  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver,  2 from 
Premature  Birth,  i from  Difficult  Delivery,  2 from  Nephritis, 
i from  Diabetes,  i from  Iliac  Abscess  (causing  Peritonitis),  i from 
Epilepsy,  i from  Dementia  after  Paraplegia , and  i from 
Loco moto r A taxia . 


5 

Eight  deaths  occurred  in  the  Fordingbridge  Union  Infirmary, 
and  one  in  the  Fordingbridge  Nursing  Home. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  sickness  amongst  Paupers  is  350 
in  the  Outdoor  Department,  and  35  in  the  Workhouse.  The  Out- 
door total  is  90  less  than  in  1905,  and  the  Workhouse  24  less  than 
in  1905. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

This  has  been  most  satisfactory  during  the  year  1906,  and 
calls  for  even  less  remark  than  usual.  I never  remember  so  light 
a list  of  Notifiable  Diseases,  and  except  for  Influenza,  there  has 
been  nothing  approaching  an  epidemic. 

No  cases  have  been  taken  before  the  Magistrates  ; but  in  one 
case  the  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  prosecuted 
a man  for  neglect  of  children  and  the  filthy  state  of  his  premises. 
The  wife  was  subsequently  removed  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  and 
the  premises  put  into  a decent  state,  I having  inspected  them 
with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  before  their  state  was  passed  as 
satisfactory. 

I have  had  some  trouble  over  the  privy  arrangements  in  one 
of  the  village  schools,  being  requested  to  sanction  the  continuance 
of  the  vault  system  as  opposed  to  the  bucket  system,  now  adopted 
in  all  the  other  schools,  but  I declined  to  give  my  sanction  to  any 
other  arrangement. 


The  question  of  the  River  Pollution,  by  means  of  closets  and 
drains  entering  the  same,  has  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  and  notices  have  been  served  on  18  owners  and 
occupiers  to  discontinue  discharging  sewage  into  the  river.  This 
action  was  taken  in  answer  to  a letter  from  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Four  people  have  already  made  the  necessary  alteration 
in  their  drainage  system,  six  more  are  on  the  point  of  doing  so, 
and  the  remainder  have  not  yet  made  any  move  towards  doing  so. 
I strongly  recommend  that  they  be  persistently  and  stringently 
followed  up. 


I have  called  attention  to  the  bad  state  of  a drain  in  Provost 
Street,  to  which  cause  I traced  a very  severe  attack  of  Puerperal 
Fever.  After  some  trouble,  the  Agent  for  the  Owner  did  what 
Ave  demanded  in  the  Avay  of  amelioration  of  the  drainage  system, 
but  it  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired  ; and  I have  before  traced 
Diphtheria  to  the  same  drain. 


6 


The  Street  Watering  and  Refuse  collection  are  proceeding 
fairly  satisfactorily,  although  a hot  windy  day  raises  the  dust  again 
long  before  the  single  cart  can  get  round  from  the  first  watering  of 
the  large  area.  I am  also  pleased  to  note  that  the  Refuse  Cart  is 
to  make  three  calls  a week  instead  of  two,  by  which  means  I hope 
the  dangerous  eyesore,  caused  by  the  receptacles  being  exposed  as 
late  as  ii  a.m.,  will  be  done  away  with.  I would  also  draw 
attention  to  the  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  some  of  the  recept- 
acles, and  I consider  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  should  have  power 
to  condemn  faulty  and  leaky  ones,  as  also  wooden  boxes,  which 
cannot  be  properly  cleansed,  and  are  apt  to  drip  liquid  sewage 
about  the  pavements.  There  is  little  need  for  these  nondescript 
sewage  holders,  as  I arranged  for  a cheap  sanitary  bucket  to  be  on 
sale  at  the  local  ironmonger’s,  when  the  refuse  collection  was  first 
begun.  A separate  monthly  collection  of  bottles,  tins,  etc.,  is  to 
be  made,  which  will  be  a great  improvement. 

The  usual  number  of  Drain  and  Pigsty  Nuisances  have  been 
dealt  with,  and,  where  necessary,  I have  assisted  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  by  inspecting  and  reporting  on  my  own  account. 

About  23  Samples  of  Water  have  been  tested  as  to  their 
fitness  for  human  consumption,  and  the  necessary  certificates 
given. 


I append  a report  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
drawn  up  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  ; the  same  seems  quite 
satisfactory. 

Schools,  Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses,  Dairies  and 
Bakehouses,  have  been  periodically  inspected. 

The  building  of  New  Cottages  still  continues. 

The  unfenced  Gravel  Pit  danger  has  at  last  been  taken  in 
hand,  and  very  much  improved,  although  I do  not  yet  consider 
some  of  the  gravel  pits  on  Frogham  and  Hungerford  Hills  as 
absolutely  safe.  Others  have  been  properly  fenced  in,  and  no 
harm  can  now  result  from  them. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  the  riew  part  of  the  Town,  on  the 
Salisbury  Road,  has  been  included  in  the  Lighting  Area,  and 
although  the  Gas  Lamps  are  few  and  far  between,  yet  a good 
beginning  has  been  made. 
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I append  the 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES’  REPORT  FOR 
THE  YEAR  igo6. 


Schools  inspected  

Slaughter-houses  inspected 

Bake-houses  inspected  

Dairies  inspected  .... 

Workshops  inspected 

Cottages  inspected.... 

Filthy  houses  cleansed  

Houses  put  in  habitable 
repair  

Houses  disinfected..., 

Overcrowdins:  abated 


Drains  altered  or  repaired  6 

Samples  of  Water  taken 
for  examination  23 

Certificates  granted  for  the 
provision  of  Water  Sup- 
ply to  new  houses  17 

New  Privy  accommodation 
provided  7 

Nuisances  reported  or  de- 
tected   43 

Notices  served  24 


21 

30 

124 

4 

3 

4 
3 


ARTHUR  E.  ALEXANDER,  A.S.I., 

Inspectoy  of  Nuisances. 

At  the  time  of  closing  my  report,  the  health  of  the  District 
was  improving,  although  the  Death-rate  since  the  beginning  of  the 
year  has  been  heavy. 


HERBERT  V.  RAKE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  the  Fordinghridge  Union. 
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